
Elite Female Athletes Sign Open Letter To 
Applaud the U.S. House Passage of the Protection 

of Women and Girls in Sports Act

April 26, 2023

Dear Members of Congress,

We, the undersigned representing elite female athletes across the United States, applaud the U.S. House passage 
of the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act, under the leadership of Speaker Kevin McCarthy. We look 
forward to Senator Tommy Tuberville leading this effort in the United States Senate this week.

More than 50 years ago, Congress enacted Title IX to ensure equal opportunity in all aspects of education, 
including athletics. Since then, women’s sports have made tremendous progress. But without single-sex teams 
and single-sex competition, men will dominate women in competitive sports where strength, size, or speed are 
relevant factors. That is because, physiologically, the average male is stronger, bigger, and faster than the average 
female. 

Forcing female athletes, like ourselves, to compete against biological males is not only unfair, it is discriminatory 
and illegal. Allowing biological males to take awards, roster spots, scholarships, or spots at a school from female 
athletes violates Title IX’s prohibition of discrimination “on the basis of sex.” The Protection of Women and Girls 

in Sports Act amends Title IX to make that explicitly clear and puts athletic organizations, athletic directors, and 
bureaucrats at the Department of Education on notice that they may not adopt policies that promote “inclusion” 
on the backs of women. 

We are thankful to Representative Greg Steube and Senator Tuberville for their leadership on this critical issue and 
commitment to fight for fairness, privacy, and safety for girls and women in sports, and applaud all 219 members 
of the U.S. House who voted to stand for women. We strongly urge the U.S. Senate to take up this bill with the 
urgency it deserves.

Respectfully,

Riley Gaines Barker
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